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DETAILED ACTION 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-3, 5-7, 9, 1 1, 19, 32-35, 38, 41 and 44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being clearly anticipated by Killick et al (Killick) WO95/02654. 

Killick teaches and discloses a full blend comprising a liquid hydrocarbon, gasoline, up 
to 20% of an alcohol, ethanol and/or a propanol and a fatty acid and/or organic ester, ethyl 
acetate, note page 5, Example 3, page 6, Example 8 and page 10, Example 30, Examples 4 and 9 
additive composition that anticipate the instant claims. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 



Application/Control Number: 09/891,902 Page : 

Art Unit: 1714 

vj> Y Claims 3 8-40 are ejected under 3 5 U. S. C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Killick et al 
(Killick) WO95/02654. / / 

Killick teaches are set forth above and are not repeated herein. Patentee further teaches 
the inclusion of methanol, butanol, iso-butanol, tertiary-butanol or mixtures thereof page 3 lines 
11-12 that render obvious the alcohols of the instant claims. 

M^/Claims 1, 6, 14, 19, 32-34 and 38-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly 
anticipated by Sieg et al (Seig) 3,903,25 1 . 

Seig teaches and discloses gasoline comprising butanol and tertiary butylacetate, column 
7, and lines 9-15 that anticipates the instant claims. 
jf&f Claims 1-3, 5-1 1, 14, 19, 32-35 and 43-44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
clearly anticipated by Smith 4,394,133. 

Smith teaches a fuel composition composing gasoline, ethanol and C1-C6 alkyl acetate 
that anticipates the instant claims, abstract, column 2, lines 7-46 and 65-68 and claims 11-15. 

,Claims 1-4, 6-8, 1 1, 19, 32-34, 38 and 43-44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
clearly anticipated by Mayerhoffer et al ( Mayerhoffer) 3, 860,262. 

Mayerhoffer teaches and discloses gasoline methyl acetate, methanol and isopropanol , 
Examples 9 and 10 of columns 10-11 that anticipates the instant claims. 

, - Claims 1-3, 4-7, 9, 11,19, 32-35, 38-40 and 43-44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being clearly anticipated by Tunison 1,423,048. 

Tunison teaches fuels comprising heavy oil, ethyl acetate, C1-C5 alcohol or mixture 
thereof and ether, Examples 2, 3, and 6, page 2, lines 4-6 that anticipates the instant claims. 
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i : ^ Claims 1-13, 20-21, 24, 32-35, 38-40, 43-44, and 65-67 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Wuffet al (Wuff) 6,287,351 Bl. 

Wuff teaches and discloses a fuel composition composing gasoline, alcohol and/or 
mixture of a lower ester that includes C1-C2 formate, acetate or propionate, column 4, line 55 to 
column 5, lines 1-22, that anticipates the instant claims when an alcohol and formate, acetate or 
mixture of acetate are added to the gasoline 

< 7 On.O 

' Claims 1-13, 20-21, 24, 32-35, 38-40, 43-44 and 65-69 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Wuffet al (Wuff) 6,076,487. 



Wuff teaches a fuel composition comprising acetylene, alcohol and /or mixture of a lower 
ester that includes C1-C2 formate, acetate or propionate, column 3, lines 12-34 that anticipate the 
instant claims when an alcohol, methyl acetate and ethyl acetate or formate are present. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that me subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a^rson 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. e y 

M^' Claims l, and 15-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by or, in the 
alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Dorer et al (Dorer) 3,658,495. 

Dorer teaches fuel compositions composing gasoline or diesel fuel column 7, lines 73-75, 
an oxy compound including formyl, acetyl, propioryl, column 2, lines 37-70, column 3, lines 14- 
43, and particularly ethylene glycol diacetate, column 3, line 42 that anticipates or in the 
alternative render obvious the instant claims. 
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I Claim 42 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Killick et al 
(Killick) WO 95/02654, and (Dorer, Jr.) 3,658, 495 as applied to claims 1 and 15-18 above, and 



further in view of Gyimah et al (Gyimah) 5,302,592. 

Gyimah teaches biocides, column 13, lines 57+ for example 8, for applications in fuels, 
column 9, lines 36-50, providing the motivation to add a conventional well known hinr.iH* tn thp 
fuel composition of the primary reference providing its biocidally properties thereto rendering 
the instant claim obvious 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

9 ' \ Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

Claim 17 is indefinite for R3 and R4 that does not find support in claim 14 from which 
the said claim depends. 

*/<^ Claim 17 recites the limitation " R3 and R4, " in lines 1-2. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claims 22-23, 25-3 1, 36-37 and 45-64 appear to contain allowable subject matter. 

The prior art cited but not applied further teach fuel composition comprising additives of 
the same nature as claimed by applicants. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Margaret B. Medley whose telephone number is 703-308-2518. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 7:30 am to 6:30pm. 
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Art Unit: 1714 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vasu Jagannathan can be reached on 703-306-2777. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-872-93 10 for regular 
communications and 703-872-93 1 1 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this aonlication or nroceedin^ 

_ w ii-i- - c? 

should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-0661. 
Examiner Medley/mn 



July 8, 2002 




